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Discussion	 around	 CRISPR	 has	 focused	 on	 social	 and	
ethical	 implica8ons	 of	 using	 a	 powerful	 technology.	
The	favorite	narra8ves	place	gene	manipula8on	within	
the	history	of	recombinant	DNA	and	of	eugenics.	Both	
carry	 nega8ve	 connota8ons	 and	 implica8ons	 that	we	
must	 be	 careful	 not	 to	 “play	 God”	 again.	 Yet	 the	
history	of	interest	in	engineering	life	is	much	richer	and	
more	 closely	 connected	 with	 developmental	
concep8ons	 such	 a s	 J a cques	 Loeb ’ s	 c a l l	
for	 Controlling	 Life,	 as	 Philip	 Pauly	 put	 it	 in	 his	
biography	 of	 Loeb.	 It	 is	 worth	 looking	 at	 alterna8ve	
posi8ve	 narra8ves	 about	 such	 biological	 control	 and	
their	implica8ons	for	understanding	CRISPR	differently.		


